It is believed that most species of bats (Chiroptera) are nocturnal as an evolutionary means to avoid competition with, and possible predation by, diurnal birds (Speakman 1991; Jones and Rydell 1994; Rydell and Speakman 1995; Russo et al. 2011) . nocturnality is therefore entrained in most (if not all) species of microchiropteran bats. For instance, even in high latitudes, where the period of darkness is short or altogether absent during certain times of the year, bats are active at the relatively darkest time of the day (i.e., near midnight; Speakman et al. 2000; Talerico 2008 ). occasionally, however, observations of diurnal activity by bats are reported in the literature (e.g., Speakman 1990; Ciechanowski and Anikowska 2007; hendricks and hendricks 2010; Russo et al. 2011) . Reasons for diurnal activity by bats are not clear, but may include the need to drink or forage (Speakman 1990 (Speakman , 1991 . Regard less, diurnal activity by bats could come at the cost of increased risk of predation by birds (Speakman 1991; Speakman et al. 1994; Fenton et al. 1994; Lima and o'Keefe 2013) . Though, obtaining evidence for this hypothesis is challenging, given the irregularity of daytime activity in otherwise nocturnal bats (Lima and o'Keefe 2013) . here, I report an observation of attempted predation of a diurnally active Spotted Bat When the Spotted Bat was about 80 m away from me, a Belted Kingfisher perched on a tree along the shoreline dove at the Spotted Bat but missed it. The Belted Kingfisher quickly gained altitude to about 7 m above the surface of the lake and dove at the Spotted Bat again. The Spotted Bat easily avoided the Belted Kingfisher and continued down the lakeshore for another 80-100 m until it was out of sight. The Belted Kingfisher did not pursue the Spotted Bat further. The attack by the Belted Kingfisher lasted ≤30 seconds. It was a sunny day and the temperature was about 29°C.
This observation is of interest from several perspectives. To the best of my knowledge, this is the first record of diurnal activity by a Spotted Bat. Why the Spotted Bat was active during the day is unknown. Spotted Bats in the southern okanagan Valley generally emerge to forage later in the day than sympatric species of bats (Wai-Ping and Fenton 1989) and they mostly forage over terrestrial habitats (Woodsworth et al. 1981; Leonard and Fenton 1983) , so flying in daylight over a lake is unusual. It was not an overly hot day; however; diurnal roosts of Spotted Bats in the southern okanagan Valley tend to be on tall, southfacing cliffs that may experience increasingly high temperatures throughout the day (Woodsworth et al. 1981; Leonard and Fenton 1983; Wai-Ping and Fenton 1989) . The most plausible explanation was that the Spotted Bat needed a drink to reduce dehydration. hendricks and hendricks (2010) most species of bats (Chiroptera) are nocturnal, and diurnal activity is only occasionally reported. I observed a Spotted Bat (Euderma maculatum) flying along a lakeshore in the okanagan Valley of southcentral British Columbia, Canada, in midafternoon. The Spotted Bat flew along the shoreline and drank from the lake. During the course of its flight, the Spotted Bat was attacked by a Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon), but it escaped. This is the first reported observation of a Spotted Bat active during the daytime. It is also the first reported observation of attempted predation of a bat by a Belted Kingfisher. It is not known how prevalent daytime activity is in Spotted Bats, but this observation supports the hypothesis that predation risk may be high for bats that are active during the day.
Key Words: Belted Kingfisher; Megaceryle alcyon; Spotted Bat; Euderma maculatum; diurnal activity; predation; British Columbia observation is also the first known record of a Belted Kingfisher attempting to prey on a bat. Belted Kingfishers are primarily piscivores, but they will occasionally prey upon riparian small mammals (Kelly et al. 2009 ). For example, Cairns (1998) reported an American Water Shrew (Sorex palustris) in the diet of a Belted Kingfisher from nova Scotia. however, the main scientific value of this observation is that, in conjunction with similar reports (e.g., miller 1962; Fenton et al. 1994; Lefevre 2005) , it lends further support to the hypothesis that diurnal activity by bats may incur an increased risk of predation by diurnal birds (sensu Speakman 1991; Fenton et al. 1994; Speakman et al. 1994; Lima and o'Keefe 2013) .
